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village are welcome in her house, and they take
pleasure in going there. When I asked her why she
was so desirous of teaching the children, she replied
that it was because God specially loved them; that
their souls still retained the beauty that they had
received in baptism; and that as yet they knew not
evil. I had but to tell her that, in addition to the
prayers that I say every evening with those who are
present in the chapel, it would be good to say them
in the house for the whole family, before retiring.
I told her that it was also advisable to invite some
persons from the other cabins to come at that time, so
that the prayers might be said and the examination
of conscience be made together,—as is done in well-
regulated French and savage families; and from the
month of October she never failed to do so after supper.

Since the Kaskaskia have returned from hunting,
so many people come after prayers all together to
catechism — which is taught throughout the winter in
my lodge, because it is too cold in the chapel —that
there is not enough room for all. As she taught it
as well as I, during the day, to the children, there
were but few during the months of October and
November at the conferences and instructions that
I gave them. To the adults I explained the whole
of the New Testament, of which I have copper-plate
engravings representing perfectly what is related on
each page. At the beginning she herself, her hus-
band, who is a Frenchman, her father, her mother,
and those of her cabin were the only persons present
at the explanation that I gave of these pictures
during an hour and a half; but curiosity to see the
pictures, rather than to hear the explanations that I
gave, attracted a great many.



